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if they liked to tramp from their homes
to the House to get those meals. The
House Commitiee was not generons
-enough to say, “You have worked
Jyour hours, you need not come back
for three davs, and here is your
meal money.” It was an absolute
disgrace that these men, who were married
men, should earn only £9 9s. for the
month. It was astounding that the mem-
ber for Mt. Margaret should leave the
Chair to give the House information of
that kind. When a man had done eight
hours’ work in one day, every hour he
worked over that period he should be paid
for it at overtime rate. The whole ques-
tion boiled itself down to whether the
House Committee was generous in view of
the fact that they gave these men £1 per
week during the reeess as a retainer.
These men should get at least 10s. a day,
and if they worked overtime they should
be paid for ii.

Mr. Horan: Let ’arliament be an ideal
employer of labour.

Mr. SCADDAN: Exactly.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Premier’s Office, £820—agreed
to.
Progress reported.

House adjourned ot 10.55 p.m.
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ANNUAL BESTIMATES, 1910-1]
In Commitice of Supply
Resumed from the previous day: Mv.
Taylor in the Chair.
Treasury Department and Administra-
tive Branches (Hon, Frank Wilson,
Treasuver).

Vote—Treasury, £8,528:

[tem, Examiner and Public
countant, £450.

Mr, BOLTON : The item showed an in-
crease of £5 on the salary. Was this in,
accordance with the Public Serviee (‘om-
misioner’s classification, or was there any
other speciai reason for it? It seemed
that those officers in receipt of pood sal-
aries were the only ones set down for
increases, while others equally deserving,
but in receipt of lower salaries, had been
passed over,

The PREMIER All the advanees
shown were in accordance with the Pub-
lic Service Commissioner'’s elassificatton.
They had been made on the recommenda-
tion of the heads of the departments aml
the Public Serviee Commissioner, hring-
ing the officers a step nearver to the maxi-
mum of their classifications.  This par-
ticular officer was highly eapable and le
(the Premier} was ouly sorry we could
not give him more.

Vote put and passed.

Vate—. ludit, £7.806—agreed to.

Debt .\e-

Vote — Allowances,
£770:

Mr., ANGWIN: Under this ligading he
desired 1o draw the attention of the Treas-
urer to allowance made when insurance
companies failed to pay compensation in
regard to ecases for which they had re-
ceived premiums. Tn vespeet of their em-
ployees the Government paid insurance
premiums under the Workers’ Compen-
sation Act. With so large a number of
men employed the Government shonld
form an insurance fund of their own.
However, the point was that he had
known instances of insurance companies
eollecting the premiums and subsequently
refusing to pay the compensation to which
the vietim of an aceident was entitled.
wherenpon, under the vote “Compensa-
tion allowances” the Government stepped

(‘ompassionale
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in and ecompleted the paymeni of the
compensation.  The time bad arrived
when the Government should make a
elose investigation into the question of
insurances. The last item under the vote,
an amount whieh had been paid last year,
disclosed a case in which the premium
had been collected by the insurance
company, notwithstanding which, when
the insnred met with a fatal acei-
dent the insurance company avoided
their liability on a legal technicality.
JKnowing that they had accepted the pre-
minms in regard to this case, and feeling
that their position, although legally right
was manifestly unsound the company
had voluntarily paid a sum of £150, leav-
ing the Government to step in and pro-
vide the balance of £230 to make up the
£400 preseribed in the Aet. In such a
case having accepted the premiums, the
company should be compelled to pay the
compensation, and it was virtnally wrong
for the Government to smooth the devious
path of the eompany by paying the bal-
ance. Nor was this the ouly ecase, for
there was another in whieh the Govern-
ment had paid the full £400. It was time
the Government took into cousideration
the advisability of providing an insnrance
fund themselves.

The Premier: An opportunity would
be taken of again looking into ihe case
referred o by the hon. member.

Vote put and passed.

Vote — Government
£15,983:

Ttem, Manager, £400.

Mr. GILL:: There was here an increase
of £50, while on the other hand an officer
of a lower grade, admittedly competent in
all respects, had left the service in his
dissatisfieation with the remuueration re-
ceived. Two or three other eapable offi-
officers were likely to follow him for the
same reason. Why were such anomalies
allowed to obtain? There were shown in
the Estimates several increases for high
officials which would require explanation.
Why was special recognition given to the
manager of the Savings Bank? Would
the Government give increases also to the
lower ranks of the service®

The Pretuier: We have doue se.

Savings Bank,

{ASSEMBLY.}

Mr. GILL: The oflicers of the Railway
Department bad been promised last year
inereases which had been due for some
years, but they had nol got them.

The PREMIER: The mabnager of the
Savings Bank bad certainly been under-
paid for some years. The £50 now added
to his salary brought bim up to the classi-
fied maximum for the pusition, If mem-
bers would itake the trouble to visit the
bead office and spend half an hour with
the manager and see the imamense amouat
of work done there, they would recognise
that he was doing very important and res-
ponsible work. With regard to the other
employees, he knew very little about the
individual officers of the serviee, but mem-
bers could rest assared that each indivi-
dual case had been considered on its
merits by those who were in a position to
judge of the eapabilities and claims of

such officers. It ecertain increases had
been omitted it was because those who

were in a position to judge did not con-
sider them justified.

AMr. O'Loghlen: Did the heads of the
departments reeommend their own in-
ereases?

The PREMIER : Inereases to leads of
departments were recommended either by
the Public Serviee (‘ommissioner or by
mier} took full responsibility.

Mr. Collier: He is the lowest paid
bank manager in the State.

The PREMIER: Tt was natural that
men seeking an advance should think that
they had been unfairly treated when they
did not receive the expeeted increase. But
members must allow those controiling the
departments and the Publie Serviee Com-
missioner to be the best judges on that
point, and to give a fair and impartial
recommendation,

Mr. Tonderwood; The manager here is
not getting as much as the doctor at Port
Hedland gets as a subsidy,

The PREMTIER: That was true. buf,
unfortunately. he was getting as much as
the Treasury could afford to pay him.

Mr. Underwood: Rot!

The PREMTER : Undoubtedly the pub-
lic service was losing good men for the
simple reason that the Government could
not afford to pay them sufficienty well,
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but others were leaving because of the
better opportunities of advancement pre-
sented in the Commonwealth serviee and
in the public service of the Eastern
States; and he did not stand in the way
of any man seeking to improve himself,
ne matter how it might inconvenience the
<lepartment.

Mr. SWAN: The Premier was not the
only one who displayed ignorance regard-
ing individual officers. Many of the per-
manent heads knew very little about their
officers, and a pernsal of the Estimates
revealed deplorable ignorance regarding
the qualifications and rights of many offi-
cers. The salary of £500 was little enough
for the position, but if the Premier re-
cognised that, why did he not rectify the
matter. Tt was a fact that the State was
losing many vauable officers. That had
been going on for years and was likely to
continne. The public service had lost Dr.
Cleland, and Mr. Triggs amongst others,
and probably in a short time would lose
Mr. Stenberg. No doubt others would
go if the Premier said that the State
could not afford to keep them.

Mr. Underwood: We must keep North.

Mr. SWAN: That was consistent with
the eheap and nasty policy of the Pre-
mier. No State conld afford to have a
cheap service, and if any country could
pay good officers it was Western Ans-
tralia.

Mr. BOLTON: The general opinion of
members was that the position of the man-
ager of the Savings Bank was too poorly
paid. For a gentleman having the res-
ponsibility of managing that back to re-
ceive £500 a year when Under-Secretaries
were receiving £600, and even £300, was
absurd in the extreme. The responsibility
of an Under-Seeretary was nothing com-
pared with the responsibility of a centle-
man who had to handle the immense
amount of money whieh passed throngh
the savings bank. It was incomprehen-
sible that the Public Service Commissioner
shounld classify sueh a position at a figure
£200 or wore less than the salary of an
under secretary, who had been placed in
the position because he was a relation of
a great statesman. and had been kept
there for no other reason. No private
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bank manager would get less than #1,000
a year, and it was to ‘be hoped that the
Premier would take the matter into eon-
sideration so that next year steps might
be taken to raise the salary to a more
appropriate amount,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: It was absurd
that the managing trustee of the Agri-
cultural Bank, whose position was not as
important as that of manager of the
Savings Bank, shonld get £1,000 per an-
num, For that gentleman who only gave
a portion of his time to the bank the Gov-
emnment could find an increase of £150
to bring the salary up to £1,000, but to
the manager of the Savings Bank they
conld only afford to give £500 altogether,
He totally disagreed with what the Pre-
mier had said in regard to his inability to
pay a higher salary. No doubt that was
owing to the example of private enter-
prise in the payment of bank officials, bnt
whatever the private banks might do it
was the duty of the State to pay a man
controlling a bank with deposits amount-
ing to about 214 millions something more
than €500 a year. He trusted the Pve-
mier wonld not endeavour to avoid his
responsibility by saying that he had_ not
the money to pay a higher salary, becanse
he was finding money to pay increnses
to officers who were higher paid and less
deserving than the officer under discus-
sion. The State should set an example
to the private institutions in the matter
of paying salaries, and thus induee the
private institufions to pay better sal-
aries.

The PREMIER : The suggestions made
by hon. members would certainly be taken
into consideration, buf it was not neees-
sary to condemn Mr. Paterson, the mana-
ger of the Agrienltnral Bank, in order to
advoeate an tnerease for the manager of
the Savings Bank. Both officers had
oreat vesponsibilities, hut the responsi-
bilities differed.

Mr. Underwood: Mr. Paterson is a
friend of the hon. member.

The PREMIER: That is not fair. Al-
though the Savings Bank was a big in-
stitution, and although Mr. Leschen was
responsible for its management, still Mr,
Leschen was onlv a receiver and paying-
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out officer, and had nothing whatever fo
do with the investment of funds. The
posilion could be eompared with the posi-
tion of the teller of a private bank. 'I'le
Treasury looked after the investment of
the funds.

Mr. Heitmann:
fitues.

The PREMIER: All business concerns
must be judged by the aggregate and not
bv individnal instances. The institution
was properly and successfully managed,
and the Treasury had no tronble with if.
He would he only too glad to gu into the
niatter so that Mr. Lesehen might receive
a bigeer salary, but it was wrong 1o eom-
pare the dnties of the managers of {he
Savings Bank and Agrieultural Bank. Mr.
Paterson was reguired to invest money
and see that the securities were right and
that the money invested was properly ex-
pended.

Mr. TNDERWOOD: The manager of
the Agrienltural Bank was veferred to be-
canse the Premier said the funds could
not be found for an
manager of the Savings Bank.

The Premier: T did not say thal. 1
said it was the maximnm of Mr. Leschen’s
classifieation.

Mr. TNDERWOOD: The manazer of
the Agrienltural Bank had no work in
regard to securities, The securities were
practically laid down by Act of Parlia-
ment. and land inspectors and surveyors
fixed tlte amount that eould be advanced
on each bloek. The manager of the
Agricultural Bank had no responsibility
whatever in this regard.

Mr. FOULKES: We should not de-
tract from the good serviees performed
by the manager of the Agricultural Bank.
The remedy for an increase in salary for
My, Leschen lay with My. Leschen. The
remedy was provided in the Publie Ser-
vice Act. Mr. Leschen eounld always ap-
peal to the Publie Service Commissioner
for reclassifieation of his office. The Pre-
mier might take Mr. Leschen’s case into
consideration next year, and in the mean-
time Mr. Leschen might apply for re-
elassifieatinn, which, no doubt, he was en-
titled to on aeeount of the enormous in-
erease of work in the bank. Certainly
it was advisable tn set an example lo

And very badly ai

increase for the
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private banking iustilutions with rvegard
to salaries.

Mr. WALKER: It was absurd to con-
tend that it was not a matter for Par-
liament. There were scores of ofiicers fully
entitled to consideration, who had un-
suceessfully applied for reelassifieation,
and there was a spirit of discontent and
unrest and general dissatisfaetion through-
out the departinents.

The Premier: [ do not think that is
a faet.

Mr. WALKER: It was absolutely true.
jross injustice was done by delays and
deferring of investigation, and some-
times by the absolute refusal of the Com-
missioner to deal with eases. There was
friction betweeu leads of departments
and the Commissioner, and these con-
flicts were zometimes absolutely unseem-
ly. Members of Parliament were pay-
masters of all 1he servants of the State.
and if we allowed this item to pass with-
out eommenl we virtually endorsed the
classifieatinn fixed by the Publie Service
Commissioner, One counld most hearfily
endorse the views put forward as te
the State setting an example in regard
tu giving good pay for faithful services.

AMr. HOLMAN: The officers in the
bank were a splendid sei of men, and
should be bhetter treated, but the point
should be raised now to urge on the
Treasorer the advisability of extending
the operations of the bank. The scope of
the bank was altogether too limited.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
was not in order in discussing the scope
of the bank on the item for the mana-
ger’s salary. .

Mr. HOLMAN complained that every
time he rose to speak he found himself
in the same position, He maintained that
he was in order. With an increase to
this officer’s salary the seope of the
bank’s operations should be increased.
The whole of the institution was under
the manager’s direet control.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
was not in order under this item in dis-
cussing the necessity for inereasing the
scope of the operations of the bank. The
hon. member was in order in diseussing
the work the manager did for the salary
he received,
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Mr, HOLMAN: By showing that if
the manager received an increased salary
the scope of the operations of the bank
would be inereased would that be in
order?

AMr. Horan: TIncreasing the salary of
the manager will not increase the seope
of the bank.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
was not in order in urging the necessity for
increasing the scope of the operations of
the bank, The hon. member could not
move to iucrense the manager’s salary, but
he could urge the necessity for the in-
crease. By doing thai, however, he could
not urge the necessity for increasing
the scope of the bank’s operations.

Mr. HOLMAN: It seemed that every
time he {Mr. Holman} rose to speak, and
even before he made his intentions clear
as to what attitude he intended to adopt,
he was always ruled out of ovder. He
maintained lie was in order in discussing
the question of increasing the scope of the
nianager’s duties, and thas luereasing the
scope of the vperations of the bank.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
would be in order in discussing the
manager and his work, but the hon. mem-
ber would be distinely out of order if he
attempted to disenss the scope of the
bank’s operations.

Mr. HOLMAN: It was the scope of
the work of the manager that he desired
to speak abont.

The CHAIRMAN: Then the hon.
member would be in order.
Mr. HOLMAN: Of comrse. He knew

he had been in order all the time. This
officer, if the scope of his operations were
increased, should be entitled to mare eon-
sideration. The intention was only to
point out, and as briefly as possible, the
neeessity to widen the seope of this offi-
cer’s work, and at the same time to freat
him fairly in the matter of salary. Be-
fore his (Mr. Holman'’s) remarks were
concluded the Chairman seemed to know
exactly what was going fo be said. and he
immediately called him to order.

The CHAIRMAX: The hon. member
was not in order in reflecting on the
Chair. The hon. member was impuling
that he was not getting the same con-
sideration in Committee as other hon.
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members receivéd, and the bon. member,
or any other hon. member, would not be
allowed to reflect on the Chair.

Mr. HOLMAN: On every occasion
when he rose to speak he was always
called to order.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
could vely upon that if he was ont of
order.

Mre. HOLMAN : 1t would be interest-
ing if he were told exaetly wheve he was.
It had been his intention to refer briefly
fo the secope of the manager’s work, but,
in view of the Chairman’s ruling, it would
be necessary for bim to go very fully into
the question in order to make himself
clear. In the course of interviews he, in
his official capacity, had had with the
manager of the Savings Bank, the man-
ager had informed him that the scope of
his operations was limited owing to the
fact that an Order in Council had been
passed which prevented the granting of
mterest above a certain sum. The mana-
zer's scope of operatiens was limiled to
the granting of interest vu amounts de-
posited up to £1,000, It would be very
mueh better if we allowed that amount to
be inereased. That limited the opera-
tions of the bank Lo a considerable extent,
and in this way the manager did not re-
ceive fair consideration. It would be bet-
ter to allow the manager a litile more
latitude, and permit him to make recomno-
mendations with regard to the extension
of the baok’s operations. In his ¢fficial
capacity he (Mr. Holman) had been com-
pelled to withdraw money trom the Sav-
ings Bank and deposit it in another in-
stitulion simply because it was uot pos-
sible to obtain intevest from the Savings
Bauk. This was not the fault of the
manager who bad no sav in the matter.
We should he in the same position as we
were with the Agricultural Bank, the
manager of which institution made re-
eommendations as to the best ways and
means of extending the operations of that
bank. The mauager of the Savings Bank
was a most eapable man. and the whole in-
stitution was well governed, and the pub-
liec alwavs received every consideration
there. The Treasurer might explain
whether it was his intention to allow the
manager to have an opportnnity of exer-
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vising some power in the direetion sug-
wested.

The PREMIER: The amount un

which the Savings Bank paid interest was
in excess of the amounts in similar insti-
tutions in other paris of the Common-
wealth with, he thonghi, one exception,
n this State interest was paid up to the
full deposit of £1,000. It was a question
of seeing how the capital of the bank
could be profitably employed. The in-
terest which had to be paid took some
earning, and we wanted to see that we did
not zet more capital than conld be
handled. At the present time the de-
posits at the bank amounted to over three
and a half millions sterling, and there was
rather a larger reserve at present than be
eared about. There was no desire to show
any profit as long as we could pay in-
terest. .

Mr. Walker: What are the invest-
ments of this institution besides the Agri-
enltaral Bank?

The PREMIER: The Coolgardie
Water Scheme, and the metropolitan
water supply and sewerage works were
being financed out of this instifution.
There were also investments in inseribed
stock, and in private mortgages. The
Public Accounts would show all. There
were also municipal loans, and all of
course were controlled by statute. The
principal investments were in ingcribed
stock and the advances to Government in-
stitutions such as the Agricultural Bank
and the different works which had heen
referred to.

Mr. Jacoby:
boards?

The PREMIER: It would be possible
to tinanee the loans of Ehe various roads
bodies if the Bill which was at present
before the House went throngh. The
matter which the hon. member for Mur-
chison had referred to would be taken in-
tn consideration by the financial advisers
of the Govermment. It had to be very
carefully eonsidered, but it might be pos-
sible for something to be done.

Mr. HOLMAN: Although the Savings
Bank did not pay interest on more than
£1,000, or allowed a deposit to be made
of a greater amount, a private individual
could go to that bank, and he could open

What abount the roads
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half a dozen trust necounts, anad it 4id not
come within the scope of the manager to
prevent that.

My, Underwood:
his work.

Mp. HOLMAN: Naturally, because in-
stead of one entry there would be six, and
the whole work would be multiplied by
six. An hon. member could make a de-
pusit of £1,000 and obtain interest on
that, and he con!d open a trust account in
the name of Tom Jones, and he could
operate ¢on that aceount, and others too if
he desired to open themn, and he counld get
interest on all the accounts. If half a
dozen accounts were opened the work in-
volved would be increased sixfold, and
there would be six times the responsibility
thrown on the shoulders of the manager.
If we allowed a man by subterfuge to de-
posit his money in trust and so create six
times the amount of work, surely it would
be better to give the manager wider seope.
The Treasurer omght straightway to ex-
tend the operations of the bank; then, in-
stead of bhaving the number of the ae-
counts inflated to 150,000 we would be
able to reduce them by perhaps 3,000 and
so raaferially reduee the work.

The Premier: I do not think it wounld
be anything like that.

Mr. HOLMAN: On behalf of differ-
ent organisations he himself had two or
three trust aceounts in the bank. Would
it not be better to give the manager a
mueh freer hand in the matter of develop-
ing the bank? Certainly it was unreason-
able to ask the manager to eonduct the
husinesss on the lines laid down. Would
the Treasurer make an inquiry into the
matter in the immediate future?

The Premier: T have already informed
the hon. member that 1 am prepared to
0 into this matter and see what can be
done.

Mr. GILL: The object he had had in
raising the diseussion was to discover
whether the inerease in the salary had
been by way of special eonsideration.
There were in the Estimates several in-
stances of special consideration, a system
to which he had the strongest objeetions.
He apgreed that we were not payving the
manager of the bank sufficient for the im-
portant duties he discharged. The lusti-

And that mltiplies
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tution was exceedingly well managed and
e had never heard any complaint against
it. Consequently he felt that the manager
was not receiving all that he deserved.
The maximum salary for the position
should be increased.

Mr. HARPER: We had in the mana-
ger of the bank a very competent officer,
but when members talked about making
large inereases in salaries it was to be re-
membered that the taxpayers wounld have
to provide the money.

Mr. Bolton: The bank made a profit
of £9,000 for the year.
Mr. HARPER: But if the salaries

were to be increased all round there would
be no profit at all. As le had said, the
manager was very competent; bat there
was no comparison between the duties of
a savings bank manager and those of the
manager of a private bank. The scope of
savings bank business was very limited as
compared with the business done hy pri-
vate banks, and the responsibilities on the
manager were hothing like those on the
manager of a private institotion. No
doubt as population increased and
the Government Savings Bank grew
in importance the manager of the
bank would find himself in a much
better position than he was to-day. Re-
ferenees had been made to the faet that
the Commonwealth could pay higher
salaries than could we in Western Austra-
lia; but the Commonnwealth had more
money than we had.

Mr. Underwood: These increases
would come out of the poekets of the de-
positors.

Mr. HARPER: But this was a special
case, At the present time our financial
position was not such as would justify an
all-round inerease of salaries. The Trea-
surer was to be commended for exereising
economy until such time as we could bet-
ter afford to increase salaries.

Mr, HEITMANN: The Treasurer had
said it was not always advisable to com-
pare the salaries paid to different officers
in order to arrive at what should be paid
to any particular officer. On the other
hand there were times when this counrse
should be adopted. Private employers
recognised serviee and ability, and if we
wanfed good service the Government
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on behalf of the laxpayers could afford
to pay good salaries. He remembered 16
years ago calling upon the member for
Beverley at Southern Cross, und asking
for a job, and he would venture to say
the member for Beverley was at that time
receiving considerably more than the
manager of the Savings Bank to-day.
Surely the State, if not an ideal employer
should, at all events, be in advance of the
average private employer in that respeet.
Amongst the really good men whom the
State had lost through not paying suffi-
cient salaries were Mr. Julins, who
had been engaged as a civil en-
gineer in the Railway Department
and who, through dissatisfaction, had
gone to Sydney, where he was now
earning £2,000 a year; and Mr. Triggs,
also of the Railway Department, who had
taken a position under the Federal Gov-
ernment. The more striking instance was
the loss of Professor Lowrie, who at the
present time ought to be worth £5,000 a
year to the State, and who, because the
Government were not prepared to recog-
nise his worth and give him a free hand,
was proceeding to another State. Before
long the Federal Parliament would be
branching out into Commonwealth bank-
ing and insurance if the State Govern-
ments did not take the matter up, and per-
haps the fiest officer whose services they
wonld secure would be the manager of
this bank whom the State Government
had failed to recognise. The policy of
the Government in not paying good sala-
ries {o good officers was a very dear one
indeed, and it was time the Government
decided to pay them aecording to their
worth.

Item, Clerks, £4,798.

Mr. HOLMAX : The work of these clerks
was important, and although the Manager
was being raised to his maximum salary
many of the otlier officers were underpaid.
They, too, should be increased to the
maximam under the classification, because
thev had a very important work to do.
By f{reating their officers liberally the
Government wonld set a good example to
private banks.

Ttem, Office cleaner and night watch-
man at 8s. per diem, £147,
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Mr, BOLTON: CGeuerally spezking,
uight watchmen wece kept working 12
howrs a day for 8s. That was insufficient
payment for their very arduous duties.
Would the Premier assure the Committee
that the night watehman in this ease
would get at least 1s, per hour,

The PREMIER: The officer had been
receiving 7s. per day, hut the Estimales
provided for an inerease to 8s. What his
lionrs were he conld not say: probably he
was on duty from closing time to gpening
time, but no doubt there would he some
arrangement for him to enmp an the pre-
miges. The institution was not very ex-
tensive and in all probability the wateh-
man slept there, 1In suech a case members
conld hardly object to him being 12 or
even 14 homrs on doty,

Mr. BOLTON: If this watehman had
to remain on hiz feet for 12 hours the
Premier should go into the question,

Mr, GILL: This man had fo work 12
hours, and was fully engaged cleaning up
the premises during the whole 12 hours.
The remuneration paid was not satisfac-
tory, so it wonld be well to have inquiries
made.

Mr. MeDOWALL: A similar officer in
the Supreme Court buildings, after being
19 years in the State service, was only re-
ceiving 8s. a day. It was not a living
wage, and the matter should be inquired
intu and increases granted.

Item, Commission payable to Federal
Government, eteetera, for servieces ven-
dered by postmasters at ageneies, £4,000,

My, OLOGHLEN: Would the Pre-
mier say how money received from the
Federal Government for postal services
was distributed among the State officers?
Therve were many railway officers doing
postal work. “The State received a lump
sam for that work, and the railway officers
received little cousideration for doing
the work.

The PREMIER: Instead of opening
branches of the Savings Bank the ser-
vices of postmasters were availed of, and
this item was the percentage paid to the
Federal Government for the work. In-
quiries would be made into the point men-
tioned by the hon, member, and explana-
tion given on the Railway Estimates.
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Vote put and passed.

Vote—Gotvernment Stores, £8,769:

Mr. ANGWIN:; In referring again this
year to this vote it would be realised
he had a grievance 1n connection with
the department. His protest was against
the Governmen{ taking steps to build
stores in Perth at a ecost of £12,000 or
£14,000 without the sanetion of Parlia-
ment, when there were suitable buildings
at Fremantle, in the shape of the old cus-
toms house and the bulk stores adjaeent,
these buildings being now lel at a small
rental to a Fremantle merchant. Several
years ago in regard to this department
the Minister announced that the removal
of the stores to Perth was on account of
the report of a commission of invealiga-
tion. It was pointed out that the officers
could control the stores hetier when the
buildings were vlose to their oftices in
Perth., and that the material stacked at
Fremantle deteriorated. In regard ro the
last point the truth was that the material
depreciated owing to the carelessness of
those in eharge of the stores when they
were at Fremantle. As to better control in
Perth, he (Mr. Angwin) contended that it
was not possible. It was pointed out in
1909 that the removal of the stores from
¥rewauntle 1o Perth would mean an enor-
mous saving. The Estimates for 1908-9
showed a vote of £€8,770 and the enormous
saving was shown by the faet that the
Estimates now Thefore the Committee
showed the vote at £8.769, while items
previously charged to Stores were now
charged against the respective depart-
ments. The year hefore the Government
stores were opened in Perth, 1907.8, the
stores manager received a salary of £408;
this year it was £435. The inspector re-
eeived £232; this year it was £285. Clerical
assistance cost at that time £3,103—and
that not only applied to the central
stores, but to the general stores de-
partment, and to the Tender Board, which
to-day was managed under the Stores De-
partment—and had now inereased to
£4.523. For the storemen the amount had
increased from £1,281 fo £2.053; the total
in 1907-8 was £5,028, and to-day it was
£7.298. The arguments that he used at
that time that there would nat be any
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saving effected by the chauge, had been
conelusively proved. The repert of the
special eommission appointed to make in-
quiries in eonuection with the department,
and which was to be found on page 27
of the Public Service Commissioner’s re-
pott, after recommending that certain as-
-sistance should be given, pointed out that
the adoption of a method on the lines they
sugpested would effect the saving ot an im-
mense amount of work. If it was possible
to do that, there should have been a re-
duetion in the cost; yet, though the work
_referved to wonld be saved, the commis-
sion were only able to recommend the sav-
ing o expenditure of the =mall sun of
£328 per annum. The present Kstimates,
however, showed an incrense which was
considerably over that sum. 'The argu-
ments of the Minister in the past were
that owing to the stores being centrally
situated there would be no vecessity for
departmental stores. The commission on
the 29th Oectober said that in the past ir
had been the praetice for a number of de-
partments to have stoves branches of their
own, and they noted with satisfaction that
" these were now being brought under the
control of the stores manager. who had
arranged that the department would be
able to effect a saving of af least two or
three officers’ positions. In spite of this
report, however. it was found that there
was an inerease. Later on the same com-
missien presenired a report in which they
stated that the creation of the eentral CGin-
verbment stoves department was of recent
date, and that they were of opinion the
individual Government departments did
~not fully avail themselves of it. That
starement contradicted the one whiech they
previgusly made. The arguments pre-
viously used hy the Premier with reganrl
to the stores that there wounld be an im-
miense saving if the stores were hrought
to Perth had not been justified by resulls.
This year’s Estimates showed that there
was to he an inerease of €775, Last
year there was a reduetion of about £638,
but the Minister explained that the con-
siderable saving which he estimated would
take place could not be brought about
last year owing to the exeeptional expen-
diture during that year.
The Premier: When was that?
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Mr. ANGWIN: Last year, on the 16th
November.

The Premier: You are guoting the then
Premier’s remarks. I was not Premier
then.

My, ANGWIN: The stalement was
made by Sir Newton Moore, who was
Treasurer, and who no doubt was guided
by his olticers. Soon atter that the theu
Premier went tu Englaud, and the duties
were carried out by the preseul Premier,
and, instead of Hoding the deerease which
was anticipated, we tound an increase this
year of £575. 1t might seem parochial
to draw attention {¢ the nnwise step in re-
moving the Government stoves trom e
mantle to 1’erth, but theve lhad bheen a
definite statement made that Fremantle
was the proper place for these stores, be-
cause there was provided at the pori com-
munication with all parts of the State by
sea and rail, While many business people
found it necessary to establish themselves
in Perth, there was no peed for the Gov-
ernment to remove lhe stores o Perth.
The business peuple bad opposition to con-
tend against, but that did net apply te
the Government, because the Government
had not to enter into competifion with
any other person with regard to its stores,
When the Government found that the
large buildings ereeted fur stoves at Fre-
mantle wilh their grounds eould be used
to hetter advantage, it was the duty of

* the {fovernment to see whether they could

wet other suitable buildings in the same
locality.  Instead of that they came to
Perth and were now ocenpying a building
which the commission stated was unsuit-
able. There were suitable premises at
Fremautle which might have been availed
of. and these were conueeted by vail, and
were close to the wharves, Tt was found,
however. that the Government had decider
to erert in William-street, away from the
raihway  slation and seaboard. a stores
buildine at a eost of from ¢14,000 io
€16.000, and it would be necessary when
this buildiny was completed to provide
for haunlage to and from that plaee.
It meant inereased expendit:ire, and would
he detrimental to the administration of
the depariment. The Government had
1t eiven this malter full consideration,
nor had ther harne in mind the fact that
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there were numbers of snitable stores al-
ready in existence. He bhoped hon, mem-
bers would see that justice was done aud
that the stores would be situated at Fre-
mantle,

The PREMIER: The bhon. member
would searcely expect him to traverse the
whole of the arguments used, which the
hon. member had faithfully put before
the Committee each year ever sinee it
was first deeided that the Government
sloves should be removed to Perth. The
hon. member admitted that the cost in
1905 had been largely in cxcess of what
it was this year. That in itself ought
to be accepted by ihe hon. member as
some junstification for the change, More-
over, there had been an enormous direet
advantage due to better supervision of
the goods supplied to the different de-
partments, and in consequence the bet-
ter value received.

Mr. Collier: How ean vou get a bei-
ter article by the change?

The PREMIER: By the closer soper-
vision that now obtained.

My, Angwin: How ecan the super-
vision be closer than it would be at the
port?

The PREMIER: Because all the main
sources of supply were in the ecity of
Perth and suburbs, and instead of the
goods being sent to the country without
snpervision they were delivered to ihe
stores, supervised, compared with sam-
ples. and then despateched io their destin-
ation, 11 would be unwise to interferc
with what had proved to be a decided
reformn, werely because Iremantle had
suffered slightly by the removal of the
stores to Perth. It would be unwise o
stop the erection of up-to-date buildings
for this very neeessary department and
house it in the old, ramshackle buildings
referred to by the hon. member.

Mr. Angwin: They are new build-
ings.
The PREMIER: No. they were old.
ramshackle buoildings in CULff Street, al-
together unfit for office accommodation.
The point open to the hon. member, and
which the hon. member had taken ad-
vantage of was that this year’s Esti-
mates showed an increasé of £775; and
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the hon. member had proceedad to
threaten further inereases in the vears
to come. Possibly there would be in-
creases; indeed, it was to be hoped the
business of the country wounld warrant
further increases, which eould be necep-
ted as a ecriterion of progress and ad-
vancemenl. It was absurd to suppose
that with all the work in hand to-day
there would be no inerease in the ensl
of (he department. The fact that a larze
amount of work which in the past had
been done haphazard by 1he different
depariments was noew being coneenfra-
ted, was anotbier peint wm favour of the
change.

Ay, Angwin:
trated.

The PREMIER: IL was true there
was an iuerease of £775 shown, but let
the hon. member also consider the in-
crease in work. For the 12 months ending
September 11th of the first vear of the
amalgamation of the stores 8,281 requi-
sitions for storexs had been received,
whilst during the last 12 months 10,168
requisitions were received.  During the
earlier 12  months referred to 17,800
orders had beei placed with confractors
and others, while during last year the
numher of orders so placed had amoun-
ted to 22,500. ‘L'he lon. member wonld
realise this meanl an enormous inerease
in the work of the department. Rightly
or wrongly the Government had decided
fo give Lhe rceommendations of the
Royal Commission a proper trial, and that
course had been endorsed by Parlinment.
So far as he knew there was nothing
whiech would warrant the Commitlee or
the Government altering the decision to

It is not being coneen-

-build the new stores and put the depart-

ment under one roof, which wonld serve
to effeet further economies.

Mr. ANGWIN: After ithe siatemeut
made by the Premier it was clear that
the matter had not been fully considered
by the Government, otherwise the Pre-
mier could not have stated that the
buildings at Fremantle were in a rvam-
shaekle eondition. As a matter of faet.
these stores were i thorough zood order.
The znormous saving claimed by the
Minister in conneetion with the removal
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of the Stures Depariment did not exist,
berause eaell of the several depariments
still had its own stores branch, even
though, perhaps. such branches were now
krown by other names. The Royal Com-
mission had reported that the several de-
partments did not fully utilise the Stoves
Department.

The Premier: All the goods are pur-
chased through the Stores Department.

Mr. ANGWIN: No, the Royal Com-
mission had deelared that that was not
so. and sovely lhat ought to eonvinee
the Premier. The Premier sheltered him-
self behind the Royal Commission, some
of the members of which had since ad-
mitted that they bad been in error in
arriving al the recommendations made.
It was a pity (hat before committing
himself to the large expenditure eniailed
in the proposed new building, the Pre-
mier had not taken into consideration the
faet that there were stores at Fremantle
which wonld serve the purpoese and ob-
viate that expenditure.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Indenting Office, £2,372:

Mr. HOLMAN: What was the neces-
sity for an indenting office, seeing that
the Premier had stated that the bulk of
the stores were purchased locally, What
work was the office doing?

The PREMIER: Only small stores
were purchased locally, but for larger
supplies teuders were called loeally and
in London. and whether the purchase of
imported material were made throngh the
London office or the loeal merchants,
there was still necessity for inspection
and snpervision in London.  The manu-
facture of vails and fastenings, of
machinery ftor lighthouses, raw material
for the workshops, ete., bhad all to be
carefully inspected. In the olden days
as much as £10,000 and £12,000 had been
paid in eommission on work whieh was
now being done by the indenting office
for £2,000 odd.

Mr. Angwin: What is the item for
income tax?®
The PREMIER: The Government

paid the English income tax of the offi-
eers engaged in the indenting office. who
otherwise would have te pay both West-
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ern Ausiralian income tax and English

income fax.
Vote passed.

Vote—Literary and Scientific CGranls,
ele., £13,505:

Mr. UNDERWOOD: What was the
necessity for a grant for literature. Any
grants for ile teaching of literature were
absolute failures, becanse literary ability
and literary taste were things born in
the individual rather than taught, It
liad not been the wniversity and univer-
sity extension lectures that had produced
Shakespeare and Burns,  As Uarlyle
liad said, the best university was the pos-
session of books, and seeing that to-day
books were proeurable at a price that
was within the means of even the poorest
man, all expenditure for the teaching of
literature in universities was totally
wasted. The successful literary man was
not a rere echo of some other genius; he
had to possess originality, and literary ae-
complishment could not be taughl under
any set rules. Did anyone imagine that
literary teachers could have taught Mark
Twain to write his books; eould members
imagine ponderous, pedantie universify
dons teaching Mark Twain how to write
humour? There was something very
wrong in the system of university examin-
ations. in eonneetion with which some of
the papers set for the students dealt wiih
absurd questions. that had notbing to do
with the advaneement of literature or of
this life, or of anything that could be of
any use to anyvbody execept to keep uni-
versity pedants in a comfortable hillel.

Sitting suspended from 1 to 230 p.m.

Mr. TNDERWOOD : If books were not
within the reach of all people we shonld
endeavonr to cheapen them, or extend the
svstem of libraries and reading rooms.
Cenerally speaking, it was a waste of
effort o try to teach anyone to be a great
writer, nr even a speaker. The modern
svstem of university examinations was
merely a test of memories, and not a test
of intellizennce. There was no attempt to
ascertain whether students could dissemi-
nate the knowledee they acqunired. Very
absurd questions were set on subjeets that
eould be of no practical vse to the stu-
dents in after life. The course followed
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in the universities, testing the memory
rather than the intelligence, was one rea-
son why so many university men were fail-
ures in the world, All the great writers
who lad spoken on the question eon-
demned the system; even Dickens and
Marrvat ridieuled those pedants who con-
sidered that because they had attended a
university it was all that was required of
them.

Mr. WALKER: All would agree that
the spread of intelligence and the means
of intellizence was heneficial to every
state, and that knowledge and the storing
of knowledge tended towards progress.
Every step of progress in ‘history was
preceded by intellectual vigour, emanating
in nearly every instance from those in-
stitutions which were considered to be the
seats of learning. It was one of the re-
grets one felt to-day that the expression
of English orally was a terribly negleeted
study. There was little or no training
whatever in that respeet. The hon. mem-
ber had told us that a modern university,
quoting Carlyle, was a collection of books,
but there were books and books and the
hon, member wanted to deal with a little
more solid knowledze instead of the
flashy pages of Eastern literature, if it
could be called literature. Notwithstand-
ing his boast of originality, the hon.
member’s views were tno often tainted, if
not saturated, with the percolations from
a certain journal issued from Sydney.
What was literature in its proper sense?
It was a store of thoughis expressed in
the highest and noblest forms of the
greatest thinkers of the age, 1t was in
literature that this age was enriched. for
it meant that we were living to-day in
the brief span of the allotted three score
vears and ten, with, al our service, the
acenmulated experience of the sages who
had lived in all the generations that bad
preceded us. It was by literature that
this age was enriched. It meant that we
bad at our service the acveumulated ex-
perience of the =ages. 1t widened our
ontlook: throngh it we conld worship in
the wroves of Athens and hear the voice
of Socrates teaching the yourhs to love
the trauth. Through literature we could
be with all the zreat thinkers of the world,
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aocient and modern, old and new. For
owr intellectual gems we turned to the
national poet, to the blind Milton, to the
flery Shelley. Where would our intel-
leclual storebouses have been were it not
for iiterature? Then theve were the lesser
poets who had sung so sweetly, the Bobbie
Burnses, the Wordsworths—

Mr, Underwood: What about Uency
Lawson.

Mr. WALKER: Henry Lawson was a
persenal friend of his, and had not heen
appreciated by his fellow Australians.
We were enriched, Cfortified and made
more eapable by literature, and literature
was best presecved through our sehouls of
learning. These universities had been to
the world as lights in the darkness. It
was one of the greatest things in the
carger of Cromwell that in the midst of
his panoply of war he had had time to-
found the university of Durham. If it
were neeessary to go further vue had only
to think of what the men from the uni-
versities had doune in that wrear struggle
which set free Europe from the thraldow
of all the old past superstition. Erasmus
was a university man. Sufficienl had been
said to show that universities had the
wreat quality of preserving and fostering
knowledge. They elassitied knowledge
and enabled people to become acquainted
with the particular branches for which
they had special aptitude. That was an
inestimable benefit. Crush oui the seats
of learning and the schools would follow
wipe ont the schools, and lo what would
mankind be redueced? All men who
studied at universities breathed their
knowldege into the whole world, and the
poor peasant was enabled to receive the
beneficial effects of the knowledge obtained
in the university. He hoped the sneers
of his hon. friend would not be repeated,
but that his honourable fiiend would rea-
lise that all the liberties he enjoyed, the
very power to speak as he had done this
afternoon was due to the myriads of lives
spent in the aceumulation of knowledge.

M. Heitmann : Has it been distributed
through the universities?®

Mr. WALKER: Undoubtedly. Had it
not been for the universities, where would
learning have heen during the dark azes,
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during that period when superstifion was
all-prevailing ?

Mr. Heitmann: They have many super-
stitions now in the universities.

Mr. WALKER: Because the struggle

against superstition was a perpetnal one,
Given a man rich in brain qualities but
without knowledge, that maec wounld be
found bristling with superstitions; for if
there were no knowledge to occupy the
brain, then the brain would find fancies to
oceupy itself, and it was by those fancies
that superstition was fostered. Therefore,
to rid the world of superstition it was ne-
cessary to inerease the stores of know-
ledge, to add to the distribution of that
knowledge. For every fact the world
kuew wounld knock out some untruth;
every great thought would knock ont some
foolish error, “I am the logos, 1 am the
word, I am discourse, I am speech, I am
literature, 1 am knowledge, T am tenth’—
that it was which had ennobled that sec-
tion of humanity called Christians, and
differentiated them from the barbarians
and the savages,

Mr. HARDWICK: The member for
Pilbara had delivered a long disseriation
on literature, but he conld not be regarded
as the morning star ' of eduecational
reform. It had been said that to
be conscious one was ignorant was
a great step to knowledge, and the
hon. member had made an admission of
his ignorance. He had mentioned many
poets, both ancient and modern, and it
was surprising that he had not also gone
into figures and fractions, because if there
was one thing with which he shonld be
able to deal fluently it was fractions, par-
ticularly vulgar fractions. If compari-
sons were not odious, he might liken the
hon. member to the younger Cleon, the de-
magogic shoemaker, of whom it had been
said “his power was in his tongue, and by
dint of a loud brawling voice and a pan-
dering to the impulses of the populace he
became a power in the council of the
Athenians.” The member for Kanowna
had made a very eloquent and learned
speech, but his conclusion had heen dis-
appointing, hecanse one had fully ex-
pected him to say, “And that is how Bill
Adams won the battle of Waterloo.,” He

2015

had traced education along the narrow and
uncertain lines of history, aod through the
gloomy shades of tradition, almost to the
age of pre-historic man, when, he would
bhave members believe, our ancestors en-
joyed greater freedom of the forests
and when, althongh it was not officially
recorded it was generally understood, they
took an afternoon’s nap of from 114 to
two hours in hanging by their tails from
cocoanut trees. It was futile for the hon,
member to be eonstantly digging inio the
catacombs of antiguity in order to demon-
strate the truisms of {o-day., Members
were the people’s choice, and 1t was for
them, the Parliament of to-day, to solve
the problems of the State. 'The solution
was not to be found in books of anti-
quity relating to times when the condi-
tions of the people were entirely different
from what they were to-day. OUn another
oceasion the hon. member had waxed elo-
quent about the dark blue lemonade and
the red flowing wine, and had described
the young god Bacchus, the god of wine,
fleeing away into the mountains of Epsi-
dam, where the lions roared and the
“whang-doodle” moaned.  Those long
speeches which bad no partienlar bearing
on the question did not assist members
one iota in coming to a conelusion as to
how to carry on the affairs of the State.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The university
teacher of to-day was, as had been des-
eribed by Carlyle in Sarter Resarius,
burnt out to a dead grammatical cinder.
There was no live coal or spirit in those
teachers, because if they were genivses
they would not continue teaching. 1In
regard to freedom, we did not owe so
much to the great writers and orators as
to men like Wat Tyler, the Chartists, and
the father of Sir Francis Drake, men who
were not scholars, but gave their lives
for freedom.

Item, Adelaide University, local exami-
nations, £100.

Mr. HOLMAN: How was this money
expended? The heavy fees charged the
children should pay for the cost of the
examinations.

The PREMIER: The fees received
were not sufficient to cover the expenses.
This was a grant given annually to the
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hoard managing these examinations. The
balance sheet of the board showed that
the year was started with a credit bal-
ance of £252, and finished with a eredit
halance of £281.

Mr. Angwin: The Education Depart-
ment onght to be able fo conirol these
examinations.

The PREMIER: It was bardly pos-
sible. When we had our own university
this wrant would disappear.

Ltem, Public Library of Western Aus-
tralia, £3,500.

Mr. ANGWIN: There was an increase
of £500. To test the feeling of the Com-
mittee in regard to the reduction in the
hospitals vote he intended to move that
this item be redured by £300. When we
were decreasing grants for the sick and
needy if was not the time to increase items
sieh as this. There was altogether an
inerease of about €1,400 on similar items,
whereas the hospital vote had been re-
dureed by about £3,650. It was disgrace-
ful 1v increase the item for the public
library when there was sueh a large rve-
duction in the hospitals vote, and as a
protest he moved an amendment—

That the item be reduced by £500.

The PREMIER: The hon, member
would not improve the position of the
hospitals by reducing the grant to the
library. The grant for the library was
ent down year'by year owing to the strin-
rency of the finances, and the institation
was starved for new books; and now we
had a chanee of giving the committee £500
to expend on books so badly needed in
the institution, it would be very unwise to
accept the amendment. The hon. member
could not give one instance where a poor
individual had to go without hospital at-
tendanee, The aceommodation provided
by hospitals was all that was necessay.
The vote for hospitals was merely reduced
because there was extravagance and un-
due expenditure.

Mr. Collier: A doctor at Kalgoorlie sent
a man {o gaol for not paying for an
operation performed in the Kalgoorlie
hospital.

The PREMIER: The operation could
have been performed in the Perth hos-
pital without charpe. One would like to
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know the facts of the case so that inquiry
could he made.
Mvr. Collier: [ will give vou the faets,
The PREMLER would be pleased to

- have them. Becanse economies were ef-

fected in the hospitals which had over-run
the eonstable it would he wrong io starve
other institutions,

Mr. Walker: Have you money to sup-
ply outback institutiens: you have been
cutting them down?

The PREMIER : The grant was not al-
tered, there was no eniting down, but
there was a fixed seale which had been in
existence for some time.

Mr. A. A. Wilson: The seale has been
veduced,

The PREMIER: The grant was the
same, and it would be distributed on a
scale equitable to all. There was also
the travelling library. 1t would not do fo

- send out the same books vear after vear

to the outback instiiutions, New books
were reguired te send out. Tt would not
be possible to help hospitals by erippling
the library.

Mr. ANGWIN: It was to be regrel-
ted that hun. members by a majority
could not assist the hospitals, beeause
the Government had been defeated m
the question onee previously, and they
took no notice of it. We could not gef
away from the fact that while the Gov-
ernment did not have the money wilh
which to assist the hospitals they wer:
able to find money to assist the library.
It was not irue that there had been ex-
travagance in connection with the man-
agement of the hospitals.

The CHTAIRMAN: 1t would Le betier
if the hon. member discussed the ques-
tion of the hospitals when the medical
vote wa, heing eonsidered.

Mr. ANGWIN: The Govercment had
acted in a manner which wounld be de-
trimental to the interests of the State.
It would be far better to starve the publie
library than to wnegleet those who re-
quired medical attention, In any ease
the library would not be starved if it
did pot zet the increase.

Mr. A. A, WILSON: The amount as
it appeoared on the Estimates would re-
ceive his =npport, becanse it was essen-
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tial that the library should have an
augwmenied supply of books. The library
distributed books among the country
towns, but some of these books were out
of date, and the inerease to £500 would
assist towards the purchase of new books,
and no deubt the conntry libraries would
benefit.

Mr. Angwin:
new books.

Mr. A. A. WILSON: Most certainly
we will,

Mr. Bolton: You will be disappointed.

Mr. A, A, WILSON: If I am disap-
pointed T will make a noise abont if.
Some of ihe books, which had been sent
to Collie and the tiraber mills were dis-
graceful, snd it was aboui time some
up-to-date books were distributed among
the eountry libraries.

The Premier: That is what the £500
is for.

Amendment pnt and negatived.

Ttem, Travelling Library, £230.

Mr. HOLMAN: After hearing the
complaint made by the member for Col-
lie, we should endeavour to do something
better. Personally he was under the im-
pression {hat the travelling library was
very good and of preat assistance, but
the question remained whether it was ad-
visable to vote anolker £250 for this item
in order to add to or improve the books
which were sent out. YWould the Treas-
urer inform the HFlouse whether any por-
tion of the £500 increased grant for the
public library would go towards this
travelling library?

The PREMIER: Speaking from per-
sonal knowledge, he could not say how
they managed these affairs at the library;
he did know, however, that the library
was badly off for books. During last
year 177 cases, containing over 7,000
volumes, had been distributed among the
country libraries, and in connection with
ihat distribution the expenses were
heavy.

Mr. (WLOGHLEN: There should be
no objection offered to this vote, becanse
the value of libraries was reeognised.
The Government, however, had not been
too generous in giving assistance in the

You will not get any
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direction of establishing libraries in
eountry centres. The Ministers shonld
he reminded that there were important
centres with populations of 300 and 400
people, and these places had ounly reeeiv-
ed £25 towards the establishment of lib-
raries. Why was it that the usual sub-
sidy paid on the membership basis had
lately been withheld? He bhad made ap-
plication on two occasions during the
last two months for the subsidy on be-
half of one district, and so far it had
not been paid.

The Premier: For this financial year?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Yes,

The Premier: The vote has not yet
been allocated; yuu only get it in the last
half of the year.

Mr. A. A. Wilson: 1If the balance
sheet iz not preseuted in time by an in-
stitute, that institute does not get its
grant.

Items, Mechanies’ lunstitutes, Working
Men's Associations, Art Societies, ete.,

£2,000,

Mr. HOLMAN: This amount was not
nearly sufficient, especially when we
considered 1hat Perih  gol  nearly
double the amount vecetved by
all the socicties ontside. [t wonld
be found that nearly the whole

vote was taken up by a few centres, such
as Kalgoorlie with £240 and Boulder with
£110, while the reraining institutions had
only about £1,000 distributed among them
all. If we could increase the grant fo
the Perth Public Library by £500, surely
we could have shown a little generosity
to the institutions in the back ecountry.
The only amount gravted to Peak IIill
in twelve months was £12. To get a few
books to Peak Hill practically the whole
of that £12 would go in cartage. The
more remote the distriet the greater con-
sideration should be given it. In these
outback places the library constituted the
only enterfainment and recreation avail-
able to the people. Thai the grants to
these small institutions in remote distriets
should be increased was a reasonable re-
quest and one that ought to receive the
support of the Committee.

Mr. MURPHY: This was an import-
ant subject on which he had felt strongly
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for many years past. He agreed with
the member for Murchison that the major
portion of the money under the item
ghould be spent among the outback librar-
jes. The Fremmantle Literary Institute. of
which he liad been president, participated
largely in the annual grant. He was op-
rosed to the principle of this, and. as a
matter of faet, he had lost his seat as
president becanse he formed a depntation
which asked the Government to withhold
the whole amount from the Fremantle
Titerary Institute with a view that it
might oo to the assistance of smaller
librarvies in ontback districts. The more
populus ecentres were much better sitn-
ated in regard to reading. Forv instance.
in Perth we had the Pnblie Lihrary and
the Perth Titerary Institute. the latter
participating in the grant to the amount
of £80, whereas Peak Hill received only
£12 and Marble Bar £7 105, With a view
of affarding greater assistanee to  these
smaller insiitutes in remote centres many
if not all the institutes in fthe metropoli-
tan area conld well afford to do without
any grant at all. Tt was to be hoped the
Treasurer wauld favourably consider the
elaims of small struggling hack-hlock in-
stitutes as against those in the prosperons
centres. The Fremantle Titerary Insti-
tute posessed property valned at £15,000,
and had, last vear. reeeived a grant of
£30. Clearly so great an anomaly in the
distribution of the fund was unfair to the
pioneers who were opening up the back
eountry.

Mr. ANGWIN: There was a great deal
of truth in what the member for Freman-
tle had said: but it was to he remembered
that it was Perth. rather than Fremantle,
which received all the plums in respect
to libraries. For his part he wouald like
to see the Treasurer refuse any institute
unless there was connected with it a free
pnblie library.

Mr. Heitmann: That is provided for
in the regulations.

Mr. ANGWIN: If so the regulations
were not carried out. For instanece, there
was no free reading room in eonnection
with the Fremantle Literarv TInstitute,
which, aeeording o the member for Fre-
nantle. had received €88 lart year.

Mr. Murphy: That is quite correet.
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Mr. ANGWIX : If any item in the vote
was to be inereased by £500 this was the
item most deserving,

The PREMIER: There vconld be ne
doubt that we required to foster as mueh
as possible the ontbaek institntions; but
there was a great diffieulty ih eounection
with the distribution of the grant. It had
heen fonud necessary to sei np a seale
on which to distribute the grant, more or
less equitably, i ovder that the sparsely
popnlated ecentres should get some assist-
ance. The seale of financial membership
had been set np, with a minimnm of £5.
This had heu tried for some years, but it
hiad to he confessed that it was not alto-
gether satisfactory. inasmuch as a line of
demarkation eame into gperation. For
instance, aceording to the scale, an in-
stitute with 100 members received £28,
while if fhat institule suceeeded in raising
ils memberskip to 101 its grant immedi-
ately went nup to £60. That had ecansed a
lot af trouble for it had resulted in fore-
ing the loeal authorities to met extra finan-
einl members at the end of the vear in
order that they might send in a certifi-
cate and elaim the higher snbsidy, Obvi-
ously it would be profitable for an insti-
tnte to pay the subseriptions for fen or 2
dozen members in order to seenre the
ligher subsidy. He had in eonsideration
a new scheme under which it was pro-
posed to do away with this seale and
grani the sabsidies on Lhe amonnts collee-
ted. To place the system on an equit-
able basis it was proposed that the en-
dowment should not exceed 13s. for each
pound subseribed, with a minimuam of £10
and a maximum of £100. T.ooking at the
matter easually he was of opinion that the
diffiecnlty might he overcome by Bxing a
minimum sabseription for each member,

Mr. ’Loghlen: You only zave £25 for
100 subseribers in my distriet in connee-
tion with the establishment of a library.

The PREMER: :Tt was very seldom that
more than £25 was given to any institu-
tion to start with. That was a special
grant. The whole matter was under con-.
sideration and he hoped to place it on a
better footing than in the past, when the
system had been deeidedly haphazard.

Mr. Heitmann: Where there are muni-
cipalities hand the subsidies over to them.
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The PREMIER.: That could certainly
be done.

Item, Zoological Gardens, £3.600:

My. HOLMAN: The item was in-
creased, but if the vote were still larger
and the children were allowed free admis-
sion to the gardens he wounld not object.
Increased facilities were heing given to
school children, and there was no doubt
the director of the gardens did a lot to
edueate the children. Would the Premier
eonsult the authorities as to whether the
charges eould be reduced, even to the ex-
tent of allowing the children to visit the
gardens at all times free of charge?

The Premier: Under what age: school
age?

Mr. HOLMAN : The privileze ought to
he extended to children up to, say, 15 or
16 years of age.

The PREMIER: It was highly desir-
able fo make the gardens free to children,
if not allogether, at any rate on special
occasions. The direetor had done excel-
lent work in educating the childven, of
whom 2,500 had attended his leetures npon
nature study during the year. He would
be pleased to consult with him as to what
arrangements could be made in the way
snggested. If the sugoestion were adopted
it might require an inereased vote to make
good to the gardens the loss of revenue.

Mr. ANGWIN: Had the mortgage
held by the National Bank over the gar-
dens been lifted? It had been under-
stood last year that the Savings Bank
wonld take over that eneumbrance.

The PREMIER: Before leaving the
Treasury 18 months ago he bad left in-
structions to transfer the mortgage from
the National Bank to the Government
Savings Bank; but there had been some
diffieulty abount the current acecount, He
did not know what had been done since
but he wonld look into the matter and see
if finality could be reached.

Item, Acclimatisation of fish, birds, and
animals, £200.

Mr. TNDERWOQOD: In some waters
which had been stocked with fish at eon-
siderable expense, notably the (olle
river, certain individuals were in the habit
of neiting. That was a selfish and nefari-
ous practiee and an injustice to the people
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of the State, and stepz zlould be taken
to prevent it,

The PREMIER : Every effort ought to
be made to bring those offenders to book.
The objeet of stocking the rivers with fish
was to enable people who followed the pis-
catorial pastime to enjoy fhemselves with
rod and line, but not to allow any persuns
to sweep the fish out of the river with
nets. Honorary inspecturs were ap-
pointed in the various distriets, but it was
very difficult to have the waters watehed
as they were watched in the old country,
The Government had to depend a great
deal on the wood judgment of the indi-
viduals.

Mr. Tnderwood: How about the pen-
alties for those who are convicted? :

The PREMIER: Penalties were pro-
vided in the Aet, and if they were oot
heavy enough it was to be hoped that Par-
liament would amend the Act and make
them more severe. He understood that his
colleaue intended to prohibit the sale of
those kinds nf fish which had been intro-
dueced into the rivers, and that might be
effective in checking netting, to some ex-
tent.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: It might be ad-
visable to make netting a more serious
offence. Very few notices were posted
on the rivers, and something more might
be done in edueating people to an under-
standing of the seriousness of the offence.
We should educate the general public to
consider it an offence which should be put
down., We might offer rewards, and if the
penalties were not severe enough make
them heavier.

Vote put and passed.
Vote—Lithographic, £5953—agreed to.

Vote—London Agency, £4,260:

Mr. SCADDAN: We heard from the
Premtier that the Government had decided
to offer the position of Agent-tieneral to
8ir Newion Moore. When did the Pre-
mier prepose to put that offer in definite
form; if it had been put in definite form
had Sir Newton Moore replied; and if
Sir Newton Moore bad accepted the posi-
tion when would he take steps to take
up his duties? The Premier might also
explain why it was found necessary to
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put My, Cyril Jackson in the office of
Acting Agent General.
The Premier: I have explained that.

Mr. SCADDAN: No, the Premier bad
only explained that Mr. Hare, who was
Acting Agent General, was taken ill and
bad to be relieved. Was My, Jackson,
who had been out of touch with Western
Australia for some years, the only person
available? JMembers were anxious to
know when Sir Newton Moore, if he wounld
aceept the post, would take over the con-
tro! of the office, because things were un-
satisfactory as they had been carried on
for the last 12 months. Sir Newton Moore
had promised to give consideration to the
office on his visit to London. What was
the outecome of that visit? Was it pro-
posed to relieve Mr, Hare permanently,
or to bring him to Western Australia to
get into touch with the progress made
here? Also was it proposed to bring out
some of the officers for the same punr-
pose? It would seem that a policy of
drift had been adopted in regard to the
London Agency. Was the London Agency
considered simply a niee place where some-
one might be put away for a time to make
hiinself prominent in society? That was
a wrong poliey to adopt. If we were to
have an ageney it should be conducted in
a business-like manner. The members of
the Opposition would all agree that the
sooner Sir Newton Moore took over the
position, if he intended to do su, the bet-
ter it would be for the agency and for the
State; also that the Government eculd not
have made a hetrer selection.

Mr. Butcher: That is no good unless
the Government give him power to reor-
ganise the office.

Mr, SCADDAN : What was proposed fo
be done in the way of reorganisation?
There was nothing on the Eslimates to
show any reorganisation had taken place,
Was the maiter to be allowed to remaio
in abeyance until 8ir Newton Moorve
reached London, and was Sir Newton
BMoore then to be given full control to deal
with the office as he saw fit? Members of
the Opposition agreed that in Sir Newton
Moore we had not only an able politician,
bnt a man among men, and a man with
certain business abilities whieh would re-
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dound, not only to his own credit but to
the eredit of the State. We could be sute
there would be no complaints from the
London end with Sir Newton Moore in
charge. It would only rest with the Gov-
ernment here at this end to see that pro-
per arrangements were made, and that
Bir Newton Moore was given the earliest
opporfunity of taking over the London
office; but it would appear that the Gov-
ernment were pot teo anxious that Sir
Newton Moore should leave for some time,

Mr., Walker: And the guestion is, why?

Mr. SCADDAN: Yes. Why was it not
desired that Sir Newton Moore should
proceed to London at oneced Mr. Hare,
the Acting Seeretary, and later the Act-
ing Agent General, had to be reheved, and
a person with no knowledge of the State
was appointed. It was a matter for com-
plaint against the Government that they
bhad not negotiated with Sir Newton
Moore immediately on his return to the
State, in order to stop the driff in the
London office.

Mr. Walker: Why select
Jackson?

Mr. SCADDAN: Was it not a faet
that Mr. Jackson was out of touch with
Western Australian progress?

Mr. Angwin: He was never in sym-
pathy with Western Australia.

Mr. Walker: He was most unpopular
when lere.

Mr. SCADDAN: The whole thing
shonld be taken in hand at once. It was
possible the Government had not asked
Sir Newton Moore to take on the duties
earlier for political party purposes.

The Premier: It is possible in the hon.
member’s imagination.

Mr, SCADDAN: Immediately the Re-
distribution of Seats Bill passed by a
statutory majority and the Government
seenred, aceording to their ideas, a renewal
of their tenure of office, they would re-
lieve Sir Newton Moore of his duties here
and send him to London, This meant that
for politieal party purposes the Govern-
ment were prepared to allow the London
office to drift. Ministers were mot con-
cerned for Western Australia, bot for
holding office.

Mr. Cyril
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My. Belton: Sir Newton Moore would
not lend himself as a tool to them, would
he?

Mr. SCADDAN: One could not say
that, It was doubtful whether the offer
had yet been submitted to Sir Newton
Moore. That was what the Premier could
tell us. Had Sir Newton Moore aceepied
the office? If so, when did he propose to
take uwp his dnties? After the Govern-
ment negotiated the Redistribution of
Seats Bill through the Chamber. One
could not believe that Sir Newton Moore
would aliow any Government to use him
for party purposes in the direction in-
dicated. [f that was the idea of the Gov-
ernment, Sir Newton Moore eonld not be
a party to it, the offer could pot yet have
been made to him. The Premier shounld
say what the qualifications of Mr. Jack-
son were to act as Acting Agent General,
and whether it was not a fact that when
Mr. Jackson was here he was most un-
popular and completely out of touch with
Western Australian life.

The PREMIER: The hon. member
seemed to imagine all sorts of misdeeds
on the part of the Government, and that
the Government had a great political in-
trigue at work, and were using Sir New-
ton Moore and the Agent General's Office
as a means to an end. As a matter of
faet, he had not given the London office
any thought during the last six weeks;
other matters oceupied him too much;
but the hon. member could be informed
that as soon as Sir Newton Moore's health
was good enough the position wounld be
offered fo him. The hon. member blamed
the Government for not appoiuting Sir
Newton Moore immediately on that gen-
tleman’s return from London.

Mr. Seaddan: No; from the Eastern
Btates,

The PREMIER: Sir Newton Moore
was hot back from the Bastern States
more than a fortnight, and his health had
not heen tov good during that fortnight.

Mr. Seaddan: Have von offered him the
position ?

The PREMIER: I have.

Mr. Troy: Officially?

The PREMIER: ©Of course it was
offered officially. Sir Newton Moore was
now consulting his medical advisers to see

.
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whetlier he conld take the position or not.
But even if Sir Newton Moore could not
immediately leave the State, the State
would not sulfer very much. So long as
Sir Newton Moore was in London for the
next financial negotiations there was no
nged to worry about the agency, because
it was being carried on in the meantime
under very good management. Mr, Cyril
Jackson was a very able man.

Mr. Seaddan: Tow long has he been
appointed ? About four or five weeks?

The PREMIER: Yes.

Mr. Scaddan: Yet you have not given
any attention to the office for six weeks

The PREMIER had not said so, but
had said no thought was given ro the
office as to the question of reorganisation,
or the appointment of Agent General, be-
canse the hou. member had kept him too
busy in otber matters. Mr. Hare eabled
out, saying his bealth had broken down,
and that he was suffering from insomnia,
nervons prostration, and loss of memory,
rather similar ailments to those from
which, unfortunately, Sir Newton Moore
also suffered; and Mr. Hare asked to be
relieved imrediately, and it was arranged
to give him three months’ siek leave and
one and a-half months’ accumnlated leave.
His raedical advisers recommended a long
sea voyage, and Mr. Hare was now on his
way to Western Australia and would be
here before Christmas, when we would
be able to hear from him exaetly
what his intentions were, It was under-
stood he wished to consult the Govern-
ment in regard to his possible retirernent.

Mr. Angwin: That is a good job.

The PREMIER: Mrv, Hare najurally
wanted to see what provision would be
made by way of pension if he re-
tired, or, perhaps, he might be glad of
an exchange. Sir Newton Moore was good
enough to take the matter of reorganisa-
tion of the office in hand to a certain ex-
tent, though not to any great extent, when
he was in England, and had prepared a
report in connection with his visit to
England, This report was now being
printed and would be laid on the Table
of the House. Its contents he (the Pre-
mier} had not seen; but it would show
all the snggestions Sir Newton Moore had
made., The reorganisation of the London
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Ageney was not a matter that would
show on the Estimates. It was more a
matter of exchange or rearrangement of
duties than aciual expenditure. Mr. Ran-
ford had now served the term for which
he was sent home and had been recalled.

Mr. Collier Hear, hear!

Mr. Walker: Are you not advertising
for another?

The PREMIER: Yes. Mr. Ranford was
recalled from the 1st January, and would
come back fo the Stale, or he might make
application to be continued in the position.
That was the pesition as far .as this office
was concerned. It was proposed to make
another appeintment, and advertisements
wert now heing called.

Mr. Walker: What is the salary?

The PREMIFR: The salary would be
about £400. _ When that position was
filled, and after Mr. Hare had relurned,
it would be possible to come to a decision
with regard to what was to be done about
him. Sir Newton Moore would then be
consulted as to whether be would go to
London. At any rate details of organisa-
tion must naturally be left to whoever took
charge of the office. It would moi be
possible to snggest from this end what
eourse should be taken in the matter of
the details of the office work.

Mr. Walker: Has there been any con-
sideration of an alternative in the event
of Sir Newton Moore declining to accept
the position?

The PREMIER: The Cabinet then
wounld have to take the position into eon-
sideration.

Mr. Seaddan: You take it from the
standpoint that “what is to be will be.”

The PREMIER : There were plenty of
troubles day by day without creating
others. The difficulties would be met as
they arrived. If Sir Newton Moore could
not take up the position, then the Govern-
ment would be capable of solving the
problem by appointing someone else.
From his personal knowledge of Mr. Cyril
Jackson, brief though it was, extending
over two years, the State had a very able
officer indeed in charge of the London
Agency at the present time. Mr. Jackson
had Mr, Hare's assistance and advice for
several weeks before Mr. Hare left for
Australia, and, if there had been any diffi-
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culties with regard to grasping the details
of the office, something would have been
known of them by eable. In Mr. Jackson
we had one of those men who was recog-
nised as an organiser, and although he
made enemies in the State when he filled
the posifion of Inspector General of
Schools he also made a host of friends.
He (the Premier) would not give two-
pence for the man who had no enemies.
If he was any good at all a man would be
bound to make enemies. The State would
have nothing whatever to cotnplain of as
the result of the appointment of Mr.
Jacksou. It was not an easy matter to
select a gentleman with the ability and
tirne at his disposal to take charge of an
office of this deseription for three, four,
or five months. The State was very for-
tunate indeed in seeuring the services of
Mr. Jackson. It was to be hoped that
Sir Newton Moore wounld be in England
by April next, so that he might take
charge of the conversion loan the Govern-
ment would puni on the market at that
time.

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: Was it the inten-
tion of the Glovernment to do anything
towards abolishing the London Agency?
If the Agents General were instrueted to
confer with the objeet of concentrating
the work in one office in London, it wounld
be to the advantage of Australia.

The Premier: That is unifieation,

Mr. O'LOGHLEX: The Hizh Commis-
sioner should be in London to speak for
each of the Australian States, as well as
the Commonwealth.

The ’remijer: I think we should all be
in touch.

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: 1In the conflicts be-
tween the different Agents General they
were apt to forget that their dnty should
be to speak for their country, and not the
individual States. 1n a recent cable there
was some reference to the representation
of Australia at the Festival of Empire.
He did not know what the festival was,
but the representatives of the different
States, according to this cable message,
were interviewed by the Earl of Plymouth
on the subject of representation at the
festival. The ecable read—

In econsequence of the Common-
wealth’s refusal to participate in the
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Festival of Empire, the Earl of Ply-

mouth recently approached the Austra-

lian Agents-General with a view of the

States ntilising the offer of a large free

space at a fotal cost of £20,000, to cover

lighting expenses. The Earl stated that
not desiring that Australia alone of the
dominions should be unrepresented at
the Festival, he would become person-
ally responsible for £7,000. the cost of
the ersction of a copy of the Common-
wealth Parliament House. Several

Agents-General met the Earl of Ply-

mouth yesterday, and agreed that it

would be a pity if Australia failed to

take advantage of his generous offer,

particularly as the Festival would be

held in connection with the Corenation.
Had the Government instrueted the Agent
General to ineur that expenditure of
several thousand pounds so that the State
migh!{ take part in this Festival of Em-
pire? And this, too, after the Common-
wealth had refused to expend any money
on representation.

The Premier: What is the date of it?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The 17th Novem-
ber.

The Premier:
about it.

Mr. O'LOGHLEX : The Premier should
niake some inquiry about the maiter.
It was eertainly time that we made some
protest, becanse if it was vot considered
xood enough for the Commonwealth to
make a display, if a display was neves-
sary, the Apents General should not he
instructed or be permilted to do what the
cable suggesied.

I have no information

The Premier : The States are sove.
reign States.
Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Thal was under-

stood. At the same lime it was not zood
poliey. He lonestly believed that if Aus-
tralia had one representalive in London,
and we gave him all the assistance we
could, and authority to speak for every
portion of the Communwealth, we would
make bhetter progress.  Versonally he
thought ihe wrong man had bheen selected,
and if the man whe appuinled him had

appointed Iimself preater satisfaction
would have been given. The States

should eertainly confer with the Federal
(73]
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(Fovernment in the hope of bringing about
a concentration of the work in London,
and so abolish the office of Agent General.

Mr, Walker: What would you do in
the event of confliet of interests?

Mr, ’LOGHLEN: Conflicts shonld not
exist, and the time was rapidly coming
when we would hear no more of eonflicts.
Tn the meautime the Premier might in-
formi the House whether he knew anything
about this Festival of Empire.

The Premier: I have no knowledge of
il. There may be some intimation of it
in the office; if there is it has not reached
me.

Mr. O'.OGHLEN: Had the Agent

teneral been ewpowered to agree to this
expenditure?

The Premier: Not without reference to
us out here.

Mr. ANGWIN: It was to be hoped
the Government wounld notl take into con-
sideration the advisability for some con-
siderable tiwe, at auy rate, of elusing up
the London Agency. Surely the hon,

gentleman did not hold the States
responsible for all the Agents Gen-
eral did. For instance, Tasmania was

not to be held responsible for the action
of its Awent (eneral in his association
with the Dremnier of Western Australia
in floating wild eats on the London mar-
ket.

The PREMIER: The strongest ex-
ception would he taken to the hon. men-
ber’s rewmarks, The hon. member knew
well that he (the Premier} had not tried
to float wild eals on ithe London market.
Dr. MeColl Liad been good enongh to pro-
tect him {tl:e Premier) against accusa-
tions of that sort iu London.

Mr. SWAWIN: The Minister nad mis-
interprefed his remarks. What he meant
wus that 1r. MeColl had net been given
instructions from the Tasmaninn Uov-
ernment {o fake a hand in that matter,
As g matter of faet the Premier, wilting-
Iy or unvillingly, had helped to float
wild cats in Loudon by his action in re-
gard o the Bullfinch. and according to
the newspaper reports he had been re-
buked in london for bis remarks. It
was necessary that each of the States
should be vrepresented in Londen, but
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if the London office was to be left in
the same eondition as it had been in for
the last 12 months, then we would have
to consider whether or not it should be
closerl altogether. The genileman repre-
senting ibe Commonwealth in Loudon
wonld deal with Aunstralia generaly for
years to ecome, and so0 it would be neces-
sary to have the States represented also.
e enild noi agree with the Premier that
the gentleman now acting as Apent Gen-
eral would work to the advantage of
Western Australia. That gentleman had
the necessary ability but it was useless if
nut exercised in the interests of the Siate.
He did not believe that Mr. Cyril Jackson
had any thought for Western Australia.

Mr. MURPHY: The member for For-
rest had inferied that because the Com-
monweslth “overnment refused to have
anyt! ing (o do with the frstival referve.l
tu, none of Lhe Staies should have any-
thing tn do with it. That was an extra-
ordinary doetrine. Possibly within the
next few years an exhibition might be
held al some one of the lurge centres of
FKurope, aud ihe Cemmnowealth might
not be prepared to lake partl in it. Sure-
v that would not be held to be sufficient
te preclude Western Australia fakirg
patt in it.

Mr. O°Loghlen: If this were a good
selreme the Cownmonwealth wonld be like-
Iy to take it up.

Mr. MURPHY : That was so, but what
e was arguing was thal in sueh matters
the States should take {heir own action,
independent of any aetion taken by the
Commonwealth., The States would be
only acting within their righis in doing
what they considered best for themselves.

Mre. BOLTON: 1id the Govermneut
intend to be represenied at the Corona-
tion by the leader of the House, and,
say, the leader of the Opposition? e
helieved it was the duty of the Govern-
ment fo tell hon. members whetlier they
intended {o be so represented. We had
already been advertised by Sir Newion
Moore's visit to London, and if the Pre-
mier and the leader of the Opposition
aitended at the Covonation Western Aus-
tralia would not be forgotten. Certainly
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the State shouid be officially represented
an such an oceasion,

Mr, COLLIER: It was disgraceful
that the office of Ageni General shonld
liave been allowed to go begging as it
had done. Eighteen months ago it had
been vrumoared that there were dissen-
sions in the Cabinet over the appoint-
ment of a successor to Sir Heetor Rason.
yet to-day ihe Government were unable
io tell the House anything about the
position. So far as he was aware, Siv
Newton Moore had not yet definitely
stated whether Lhe would aceept the posi-
tion. Surely members should know at
this stage whether Sir Newton Moore had
any idea, now that his health would per-
mit him, of aecepting the position early
in the new vear. It was {ime the matter
was definitely settled instead of being al-
lowed to drift on for another few months.

Mr. Butcher: He does not know
whether he ean go until he comsunlts his
medicnl adviser.

Mr. COLLIER: Ouly a few days ago
a statement had appeared in the Press
that Sir Newion Moore was as well as
ever he had been. To his belief Sir
Newton Moore was well enough to aceept
the position and would {ake his depar-
ture to-morrow if the Government would
appoint hiw, but the Government had
never offered him the position. It was
to be lwped that they wonld make the
appeintment straight away, and not defer
it beecanse of the position of parties in
the Chamber. Members had never been
Maced in possession of any information
with regard to the internal working of
the Ageney. Surely if it was necessary
that mcmbers shonld lave the reporis
of the various departments each year, it
wns worc necessary that they shounld have
a report of (he work of the London
ageney, seeing {hal it was so far re-
moved from the Stute. Eaeh year the
officials in London eivenlated a zreat deal
of liferature rvegarding this State, but
members had no idea of what it eon-
tained, except from the serappy informa-
tion which appeared in the Press from
fime to time. IL would be only fair to
prst to every member a copy of the pam-
phlets published in Tondon, because if
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had been stated from time to time that
the information eirculated was absolutely
inevirect. ke had with him a copy of a
pamphlet issned in London which con-
laired an " absolute untruth, and some-
hody should be brought to book for that.
(ne statement was that reserves were
specially set apart for Knglish eolonists
who desired to form groups for the pur-
pose of assisting each other on their
farms, and still anocher statement was
that first elass land was obfuinable at
10s. pev aere. The Minisier for T.ands
knew that to be absolutely untrue.

The Minister for Lands: I did not
supply it. _

Mr. COLLIER : But the Minister knew
it was untrue,

The Minister for Lands: \s soon as we
found out we cabled home to withdraw
the pamphlets,

My, COLLIER: That showed how the
uffice was run when wrong information
eould be cireulated broadeast and only
withdrawn after some months, when per-
haps it had done a considerable amount
of harm in bringing people fo the State
under false pretenees. The Agent Gen-
eral’s office had been merely a haven of
rest for every incompetent.

Mr., Heitmann: The dereliet’s retreat.

Mr., COLLIER: When Sir Newion
Moore bhad returbed members had been
told that he was deserving of great eredit
for his reform of the agency. What re-
form had taken piace? The reform which
was principally required was a regular
exchange of officers possessed of up-to-
date knowledze. sn that we should not
have again the spectacle which had been
presented recently of Mr. Ranford mak-
ing himself ridiculous by scouting round
the country as a matrimonial agent. ITe
agreed with the remarks of the member
for Forrest; if the High Commissioner
were asked to assist the States he could
very often do more good than the Agents
General, because he was likely to ecateh
the public eye more, and his words wonld
carry greater weight than those of per-
sons like Cyril Jackson and Reginald
Hare. The address delivered by Sir George
Reid on 11th November at Birmingham
University would do more good for the
Commonwealth, and ineidentally West-
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ern Anstralia, than all the speches made
by Mr. Hare in 12 months. On that ac-
casion the High Commissioner had said—
Every nation aimed at maintaining
its integrity and national character, and
therefore, without a thought of offen-
siveness and with a feeling of genuine
respect for the Japanese and the (hin-
ese, he maintained that the Auwstralians
were justified in trying to build up a
eountey sueh as the home land. The
world-wide ery was for cheaper meat,
and when the tariff harrievs were re-
moved Auslralia wonld have an oppor-
tunity of supplying meat to millions of
people. The Commonwealth’s progres-
sive Jand tax wonld bring millions of
fertile acres, now locked up, into cul-
tivation. He eulogised Australia’s
manufacturing. industrial, soeial, and
political statns, and declared that Ans-
trnlia had done more for the settle-
ment of industrial disputes by arbitra-
tion than any other country.

That speech would do more to bring im-
migrants to Australia than all the learned
lectures of Ranford. The cirealation
throughout England of that statement by
the High Commissioner that the lemisla-
tion of Australin would bring millions of
acres of fertile land, which was now
loeked up, into eultivation, would result in
a vush of immigrants to these shores. He
trusted that if the Government decided to
maintain the office as it was at present,
they would before many months send
home Sir Newton Moore, a man who
would be well able to do justice to the
position, or if he eould not go, the Gov-
ernment would appoint somebody else
competent to take the office,

Mr. FOULKES: There had been no-
thing so caleulated to lower the staius
of the London Office as the action of the
Government in vegard fo it during the
last 18 months, Their action had been
most unsatisfactory. Every appointment
made to the post of Agent General in the
past had been confined entirely to the one
class of men, namely Cabinet Ministers.
Fivery Ministry seemed to have had the

idea that Cabinet Ministers were the
only  men capable of filling the
office. Why there had been a wvac-
aney in the post for the last 18
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months nobedy had been able to explain.
One stop-gap afier another had been ap-
pointed. The first man to whom the posi-
tion Lad been offered was Mr. Septimus
Burt, a man who had given great serviee
to the State and had been Attorney Gen-
eral at one time. Ministers could easily
have found out that Mr. Burt had been
recomuended by his medical adviser to
take a change of air, and to do no work
whatever; but he had only been in Lon-
don a month or two when the (Govern-
ment asked him to fake the post of Aet-
ing Agent General. He had refused, and
another stop-cap liad been found in the
prerxon of the secvetary. Mr. Hare, and
now when his health had broken dewn,
Mr. Cyril Jackson had been put into the
position tempotrarily. There was no reason
why a permanent appointiwent should not
have been made 18 months ago. All the
talent was not in the Ministry. Many
people outside the ranks of members of
Parliament were eapable of filling the
post. New South Wales had looked out-
side the ranks of (“ahinet Ministers, and
a civil servant was appointed as Agent
General for that Siate with eminent sne-
cess, Tt was a puzzle to know the dnties
of an Agent General from these Estimates
There seemed fo be no provision with re-
zard to sending onf immigrants to West-
ern Anstralia.
Mr. Gill:
Fstimates.
Mr. FOULKES: Even in times of fin-
ancial stringency spome provision was
made out of revenue in past years, yet
there was nothing on these Fstimates to
show what had been done. Complaints
were made in regard to the work of the
officers at Home, bnt it was not fair to
hlame them for earrying out the policy
the House had agreed to some vears azo
with regard to securing domestics and
farmers for the State. These officers were
informed that immigrants would get con-
tiguous holdings granted to them. A Mr.
Clarke was so informed in England by
Sir Newton Moore, and even on his arri-
val in the State Mr. Clarke was again
promised by Sir Newton Moore that the
ntmost would be dene to give him and his
party centiguous holdings. Unfortunately,
Sir Newton Moore resigned and Mr.

Provision ia on the T.oan
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Clarke was left to the tender mercies of
the present Mivister for Lands, who repu-
diated all the promises made by Sir New-
ton Moore. Tlese immigrants were in-
formed they must go before aland board,
and they were kept waiting about Perth
for three months before heing aceommo-
dated with land. Accovding to the Mini-
sler, every immigrant must go before a
land board.  Nothing wus more ealeu-
lated lo cleck immigration than a policy
of that kind. People would not take the
risk of coming ont from Creat Britain
to wail for two or three months in Perth
and dance altendance on land boards.

Me, Iudson: That is what happens to
those who come from the woldfields,

AMr, POULKES: The Minister always
said no distinction wounld be drawn be-
tween jumigranls and residenis of the
Slate, and that might appear very plavs-
ible al the first glance; but residents of
the State were nlsp kept waiting for many
months,

Mr. O'Loghlen: Your protest has no
effect. *

Mre. FOULKES: The officers of the
London Ageney should be selected from
the ranks of tlhe civil servants in the
Btate. and appeintments should be for a |
period of two or three years only, Then
the ofticers of the London Ageney wonld
be more likely to he in touch with affairs
in this country.

My, BOLTOX: Did the Government
propose te he represented at the Corona-
tion by a member of the present Govern-
ment !

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No
invitation had heen received by this State.
and the matier had not even heen econ-
siflered by (Cabinet.

Alr. GILL: The action of the Govern-
ment dnring the last 12 months was suffi-
vient reason for the abolition of the office
of Agent General. Tt had been a stop-
gap husiness since Siv Cornthwaite Rason
resipned, Tf the position-was of no more
importance than onc to he offered to any
carpet-hbagger that eame along we might
as well aholish it. Tt wns pleasing to
hear the Premier say that Mr. Flare was
eoming to Western Australia. It was to
he hoped Mr. Hare would remain here,
hecause it would be to the advantage of



{2 DrceExeer, 1910.] 2027

the Siate and (o the advantage of
the London Agency if someone from the
Stare replaced Mr. Hare. It was also
pleasing to hear that Mr. Ranford, who
was not the most smitable man for his
posi, was coming back. It was no news.
The Sunday Times had alveady an-
nounced i#. 1t was said by that news-
paper that Mr. Gilbert, from the Mel-
bourne Ageney. was to replace Mr. Ran-
ford, that Mr. Farmer, one of the under
seeretaries, was to replace My. Gilhert in
Metbomrne, and that My. Ranford was to
take Mr. Farmer’s place. Ouve would like
that vews confirmed by the Premier. Un-
doubtedly Mr. Hare was ount of touch
with the State, and if a suitable position
conld be found for him in Western Aus-
tealia we shonld let him oecupy it. Tt
was of great advantage to the Stafe to
have exchanges of officers. Mr. Ran-
ford's judgment was not all that could be
desired: an energetic man in Londen
could do more satisfactory work.

My, UNDERWOOD: We did not want
a lecturer at all in London, not even the
most eloquent man we could send there.
The country shonld be allowed to talk
for itself, and as soon as we obtained a
change of Government he felt confident
that the counfry would falk for itseif.
and it would not be necessary to sent a
Ranford, or a Gilbert. or a Farmer to
Loudon. The whole vote as at present
managed was a total waste. The position
of Agent General was in no way required.
The great abilities of Sir Newton Moore
were admitted, but to send him to London
as Agent General would be to put him
out of his place. The office in London
should be in the natnre of a business
office and not an office of an ambassa-
dorial kind.

Item, Agent General, £1,500:

Mr. COLLIER: Would the Premier
explain what salary Mr. Jackson was get-
ting?

The PREMIER: Mr, Jackson would
be paid at the rate of £1,5300 per annum.

item, Clerks. eteetera. £378.

Mr, FOULKES moved an amend-
ment—

That the item be reduced by £5.

His objeet in moving the amendment was
[741

in order to emphasise the fact that we
should establish the principle of selecting
the officers of the Londun staff from the
ranks of the civil sexvants here.

Mr. Collier: Whal is your object?

Mr. FOULKES: The objeet was to es-
tablish the prineiple that the elerks should
be selected from the rapks of public ser-
vants in Western Aunstralia,

Mr. COLLIER: It was nol easy to see
how the mmendment would effeet the pur-
pose,  Even if the amendment were car-
ried it would not be necessary for the
Government to recall the jmesent clerks
and substituie othees from Western A\us-
tratia.

The PREMIER: The reduecing of the
item would have no effect al all. He was
locking intv ihe malter with a view to sce-
ing if we could send respounsible clerks
Home in future: but it was scarcely
praciicable to send Home yonug men to
HIt positions at £100 a vear. [ was just
as esgential that the ofticers in the London,
Ageney should bave a knowledge of T.on-
don proeedure as it was they should know
Western Australia.  Awain, would we he
justified in saeking the wmen who  lad
served the State well for the last five
or 10 vears. in ovder to =end youmssfers
from Western Australia?

Mr. JACOBY : As far as the respon-
sible officers at the London Ageney were
concerned. the officers coming inte ¢on-
taet with the general publie, a knowledze
of the State wonld be of the utmost value;
but for the ordinary routine elerk it was
hetter that he should know London and
London methods. When we had sent
men from Western Anstralia members
eriticised them.

Mr. O’Loghlen: They were not West-
ern Australia’s best.

Mr. JACOBY: In any large business
it was only to be expected that some offi-
eers would not be up to expectntions.
Were we to condemn the Government be-
cause one or {wo officers in London had
proved lacking in jndgment? Such a
thing might have oceurred in any Govern-
ment, and it was known that the Gavern-
ment were doing their best to reetify mis-
takes of the sort.
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Mr. UNDERWOOD: We reguired up-
to-date Western Australian knowledge in
all our employees in the London office.

The Premier: In the boy who licks the
stamps?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: We should ar-
range for frequent exchanges betwen the
clerks in the London office and clerks here
in the State.

Mr. FOULKES: Several times he had
gone into the Lenden office and found no
one there who knew anything at all about
Western Australia,

Amendment put and negatived.

Vote put and passed.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 6.16 pm.

Legislative Council,
Tuesday, 6th December, 1910.
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The PRE‘SIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 pa., and read prayers.

PAPER PRESENTED.
By the Colonial Secretary: Report of
Sir Newton J. Moore on his visit to Great
Britain.

RETURN—TIMBER LEASES, PAR-
TICULARS.

On motion by Hon. M. L. MOSS: Or-
dered. That a return be laid on the Table
showing: 1, The number of timber leases
held under the Land Act, 1898, and the
Land Repgulations in foree prior to the
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passing of this Aect. 2, The names of
the lessees, the areas of the leases and
the localities in which they are sitnate. 3,
Whether the terms or conditions of the
leases have been complied with. 4, If
not, what leases are lLiable to forfeiture
for non-complhance with such conditions,

BILL—MOUNT LAWLEY
RESERVES.
In Commitiee.

Hon. W. Kingsmill in the Chair.

Clause 1—agreed to.

Clanse 2—Reserves vesfed in His Maj-
esty:

The COLONTAL SECRETARY :
When the Bill was noder diseussion previ-
ously a poini had been raised as to
whether the transfer had taken place from
the owner, Mrs. Siade, to the «Crown or
whether it was sought to get a transfer
through the Bill. He had then stated that
be had information from the Crown Law
Department that the land had been frans-
ferred in the ordinary way. but on looking
through the papers he now found that
the transfer was here attached and signed
by Mrs. Slade on 18th Mareh of this
vear, so that the land had heen trans-
ferred by Mrs, Slade to the Crown for
the sum of s,

Hon. M. L. Moss:
with that statement.

Clause agreed to.

Clauses 3, 4—agreed to.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported withont amendment, and
the report adopted.

T am quite satisfied

BILL—PERTH MUNICIPAL GAS
AND ELECTRIC LIGHTING.
Recommittal.

On motion by the COLONTAL SEC-
RETARY Bill recommitted for the pur-
pose of funther considering Clause 9.

Clause 9—Voies of ratepayers,
taken :

The COLONTAL SECRETARY moved
an amendment—

That Subclause (1) be struck out,
and the Following inserted in liew:—
“For the taking of such ‘poll, a special
roll of ratepayers shall be prepared. re-

how



